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ENPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYENT. 


| Statistics from various sources, which offer some indication of the change 
| in the intensity of unemployment, and in the volume of factory employment, are made 
| available by the Commonwealth Statistician (Mrs E.T. McPhee). 


1. UNEMPLOYMENT, 4TH QUARTER, 1934. 


The figures relating to unemployment are similar to those published 
| Quarterly in the past, and are derived from returns furnished by Trade Unions. 


The number of trade unionists represented in the returns from which the 
“following figures have been derived is normally about half the total. Generally it 
may be said that the returns of unemployment include little information about rural em~ 
ployment, so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly with the 
season, though the food preserving industries have some effect in this connection. The 
total unemployment in the country, however, may be affected a sood deal by the crop 
seasonSe 


The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions 
for each quarter from the 4th Quarter of 1931 to the 4th Quarter of 1934, are as 
follows:= 
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It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid=month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that monthe Consequently, the latest fig- 
Yres referred to herein relate to the middle of November, 1934. 


' The percentages given above show the almost continuous rise in unemployment 
Up to the 2nd Quarter of 1932, which had been uninterrupted since 1929. After remaining 
fairly constant at 28.0 per cent. to 2863 per cent. for three quarters - from August, 
1931, to February, 1932 = the maximum point. was reached in May. 1932, when the propor= 
tion of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of th3 membership. 


From the apex the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in 
the third quarter of 1932, and in the two quarters following, the improvement was much 
fore marked, amounting to 15 per 1,000 in the fourth quarter of 1932, and 16 per 1,000 
in the first quarter of 1933. The improvement continued until unemployment stood at 
18.8 per cent. for November, 1934. This is the lowest percentage of unemr Lo yment 
Since May, 193C, when it was 18.5 per cent. Since the maximum point in May, 1932, the 
tate of unemployment has diminished by 11.2 per cents, or 112 per 1,000 members, ise., 
from 30.0 in May, 1932, to 18.8 per cent. in November, 1934. 


This improvement since the 2nd Quarter of 1932 has veen experienced in all 
the States in the following order (per 1,000 members):= Western Australia, 140; Visenomaceal, 
1243; South Australia, 122; Queensland, 1085 Tasmania, 104; New South Jales, 97. The 
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more recent improvement during the 4th Quarter of 1934 over the previous quarter was 
shared by all States in the following order:-~ Improvement per 1,000 members = South 


Australia, 233 Queensland, 23; Victoria, 22: Tasmania, 19: New South Wales, 10; Western 
Australia, 9. 


The improvement in unemployment, since the peak in 1932, has been general 


throughout all those classes of industry for whic h information is available. The improve: 
ment per 1,000 members has been as follows:=- “Other! Manufacturing (undefined), 2123 
Building, 187; Engineering, Metal Jorks, Sucre 128: Clothing, etce, lll: Wood, Furniture 
etce, 108; Land Transport, other than Railway and oramian Services, 106; Miscellaneous, 
763 Books, Printing, etce, 723 Mining, Quarrying, etc., 48: Food, Drink, etce, 37 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appendeds 
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lst | 2nd | 4th 3rd Ath |} 
AUSTRALIA eee Quarter Querter eee ee Quarter |Quarter 

pee 1920 toi) 083 4 mo 34 | 934 

Humber of Unions ae ee: 394| 396 | 
Membership 5 | 420 2 756/413, 742 416,560 425,104 |426,866 
etinloyed = Number a6 39 Sh) plays) 1112450 3) 955745 86,652| 80,097 
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Percentage of Members of Trade Unions Let eN8 °..t memLoved _in each State - 
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| State Quarter!Quarter Quarter j|Quarter jQuarter Quer ter |Quarter | 
19 | 82 | 1983 | 2934 jokes |_1934 | i934 | 
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| Tasmania eo) | Bet | 27.4 | 1862 | AT 1 27.9) | ee 
- TOTAL: | 9.3 T 30. | 23.0 | 2109 | 20.9 | 2004 “Bia | eee 
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Unemployment Percentages in Industrial Groups -_ AUSTRALIA = 
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. Qua ter |Q arter|quarter Quarter |Quarter |Quarter 
| Industrial Group cee Qu 19 
| ee oe 1932 1933 Eee |_ 1934 | 1934 | 1934 
ip im | . i i | oe Ip | vi /° 
j eo C 3 # 2 2) P) s 
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Ii. Engineering, Metal Works, \ 
| a - ac 11.2 hrs one | 2948 24-8 B48 Boo Dilinvals 
| III. Food »Drink, Tobacco &c. |! BoA | oot 1655 L505 { “Tad a 2 oe 
° S-Boots &Co 9.8 POA Gh oe mmnbnoyest 6.0 Duane SS 1155 
| IV. Clothing, Hat ¢ he oe eee | =e pees se ye 
Ve Books ;Printing etCe 206 | don eae | se ae u | ae 
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| Ie Wood, Furniture, etce 
II, Engineering, Metal Works, etc. 
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ET. EMPLOYMENT. 
Sener apse snaees 


As a supplement to the figures of unemployment given above, some figures 
indicating the changes in employment in Storer are given below for four States. ‘The 
figures for New South Wales, South Australia and Jestern Australia have been supplied 
by the Government Statisticians for those States, (for convenience of comparison the 
figures for New South ‘Jales have been converted to a percentage basis) while the fig- 
ures for Queensland have beon taken from the “Economic News" issued by the Queensland 
Bureau of Industry. Similar figures are not available for Victoria or Tasmaniae 


The figures given immediately below for New South Jales are based on 42 
factories representing about 11 per cent. of all factory employment in that States the 
South Australian figures are based on not less than 50 per cent. of all factory employments 
while Western Australian figures cover 35 per cente of all persons similarly employed. 


INDEX OF FACTORY BMPLOYIIONT. 
BASHs= New South ‘ales and South Australian results are shown as percent- 
ages on the numbers employed in January, 19303 ‘Western Australian figures are related to 


the average monthly employment for the year 1929-30. 


No allowance has been made in the following figures for increased popu-~ 
lation. 
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| Australia . Australia 
\ ee { oan 
January, 1930 | 100, |, 106 | 100 (a) 
January, 1931 | Ui) | 71 | (b) 
January, 1932 76 | 70 | 65 
January, "1933 84 79 82 
January, 1934 | g 9 87 89 
July, gis | 89 84 79 
August, a 90 84 83 
September, ” 93 | 83 85 
Satobery " 95 84 87 
November, " 97 87 89 
December, ™ 96 87 91 
February, 1934 96 of 90 
March, : 97 | 94 93 
April, re 98 | 95 95 
Mey, " 99 99 92 
June, o9 96 91 
July, H 99 96 90 
August, : LOd 98 92 
September, " | 102 LOG . 3} 96 
| } 
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(a) Base - Year 1929-30, (b) Not available. 


g Dispute in Textile Industry, ; 
‘ / Amore 
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A more recent investigation by the Government Statistician of New South 
Wales, which was extended to 98 of the larger factories, indicates that there were 
45,144 employees on the pay sheets in the middle week of June, compared with 39,344 in 
the corresponding week of 1933, and 35,794 in 1932. This represents an increase in 
factery employment of 26 per cent. in two yearse These results are slightly lower 
than the figures obtained from the 42 factories referred to abovee 


QUEENSLAND. (From "Economic News) 
Employment and Unemployment - Men ‘lage-earners. 


(Fulletime, including its equivalent in “rationed” Employment 
and Unemployment). 
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Average 1929 se 8909 LOe2 148,340 16,660 
H 1930 a 86.4 144,630 22,850 
he 1931 we (MES: Laser 0 38,730 
| 1932 oe 77.68 134,130 38,320 
» i 1933 sie 79.8 139,720 35,020 
© months ended = 
September, 1933 .. 79.8 140,040 35,540 
| March, 1934 we 81.3 143,790 33,100 
| April, ' ae 82.9 146,770 30,340 
| Mayr » sh 84.2 149,270 28,060 
June» " ae 85.0 150,910 26,640 
July, ” ae 85.0 151,040 26,730 
August, a ts 85.8 152,630 | 
September " ae 86.0 153,180 | 
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The Directer of the Queensland Bureau of Industry remarks that the further 
improvement is due entirely to increased private employmente 


BUILDING PERMITS. 
A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by 
Building Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed buildings 


and repairs. 


The following table gives details of the value of Building Permits issued 
in the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods showne 
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E nee es and All Buildin 
a Dwellings Buena. Additions Raha 
—— eee tes — ; oe 
1928 17,547,932 4,923,432 873,282 23,344,646 
| 1929 15,165,875 4,443,784 931.410 20,541,069 
193C 4,454,429 1,881,174 1,19C,754 7 526,357 
1931 1,249,421 1,818,764 1,128,938 4,197,123 
1932 2,414,454 1,710,965 1,680,796 5,806,215 
1933 4,272,974 1,979,095 2,368,824 8,620,893 
1931 » 3rd Quarter 250,054 612,854 306,541 1,169,449 
1932 - " " 709,948 316,090 454,563 1,480,601 
1933 = " " | 1,325,620 385,586 594,772 2,305,978 
1934 - " " | 2,243,300 629,556 990,827 3,863,683 
ee oe SP tied A ect cereae ms bea 
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